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Regional Variability of Personal Adornments and
Burial Customs in the Middle Kingdom

Seria YAMAZAKI*

Abstract

The Middle Kingdom was a period of reformation and social change, specifically in funerary customs,
people were able to associate themselves with Osiris. Moreover, belief in the afterlife became popular among
commoners, and their interest of preparing for the netherworld was increased. This change made a new trend of
funerary items such as shabti, wooden model and coffin texts. In order to understand the burial customs during
the Middle Kingdom, the models and coffins have been studied, but the personal adornments like jewelry and
amulet have not yet been discussed well. Moreover, unlike other objects, regional variability of the adornments
remains unclear.

In this paper, therefore, the personal adornments of the Middle Kingdom were studied to clarify their
regional diversity with quantitative analysis. This study dealt with 160 tombs including personal adornments, and
the adornments were categorized into 18 types according to their functional and morphological features.

The analysis showed that especially four types; necklaces, collars, single string bracelets and broad bracelets
were mostly popular adornments during the Middle Kingdom. Furthermore, frequency of the four types showed
the regional features; there were different patterns of the selection by the region. Firstly, collars and broad
bracelets were the most popular in the Memphis-Fayum region. Middle Egypt (to Rifeh) had a similar pattern but
broad bracelets were absent. Secondly, necklaces and single string bracelets were mainly used in South Egypt (to
Thebes), and they tended to be made of expensive materials such as gold, silver and semi-precious stones.

Moreover, a series of jewelry belonging to the “Lower Egyptian Costume” were mostly found from the royal
burials in the Memphis-Fayum region. Collars and broad bracelets also appeared in the royal burials as essential
items. Therefore it is probable that such adornments were originally regalia and mainly used as the royal burial
goods. In the Middle Kingdom, non-royalty could emulate some regalia. These aspects indicate that commoner
at the Memphis-Fayum idealized the royal burial and custom, and people of Middle Egypt probably bear similar
belief. However, there was different ideal in South Egypt where the most important item for the burial was not
regalia but the necklaces and single string bracelets made of expensive materials. Therefore, each region had own

ideology for the burial, and it was reflected in the personal adornments.

* 5 AGT S pRT e Pa—Z 4§ % Undergraduated Student, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Waseda University
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#* . ag: agate/ al: alabaster/ am: amethyst/ ba: basalt/ be: beryl/ bo: bone/ br: bronze/ bre: breccia/ ca: carnelian/ ch:
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chert/ cl: clay/ co: copper/ cr: crystal/ di: diorite/ el: electrum/ Eg.bl: Egyptian blue/ eg: egg/ em: emerald/ fa: faience/
fe: feldspar/ fl: flint/ ga: garnet/ gl: glazed (gl.st.: glazed steatite)/ gla: glass/ gi: gilt (gi.co: gilt copper), (gi.wo: gilt
wood)/ go: gold (gold foil Z% &1 )/ gra: granite/ he: hematite/ hi.tu: hippopotamus tusk/ iv: ivory/ ja: jasper/ la: lapis
lazuli/ li: limestone/ linen: linen/ ma: marble/ me: metal/ mu: mud/ ob: obsidian/ on: onyx/ po: pottery/ por: porphyry/
qu: quartz/ se: serpentine/ semiprecious stones: semiprecious stones/ sh: shell/ si: silver/ sl: slate/ st: steatite (bl.gl.st:
blue glazed steatite)/ steaschist: steaschist/ sto: stone/ tu: turquoise/ wo: wood
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